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the - United States of americe to the following u.ut., of the _.rmcd. Forces’

-‘t_he Un]ter‘ St 'Les ig cuafirmed :|.n c\,or'lance 4rith paray I

521. . The text of the citation, signed by h‘eéudtn.. -::Lcha_ct‘ﬂlmn* cm. 16"
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. The foregoing assigned and at uﬂ-ChL.d. um.‘cs of - the.13th -N‘.L::.'hz.on Battul-
ion, United States Lrmy, distinguished themselves by gellontry Thrsction -
while engaged in nilitary operstlons against & hostile force on 27w 28
Lugust 1965 in Chuong Thien Frovince, Republic oi‘ Vietnam. On 27 ‘—118118
1965, the unitaz were deployed ageinst the Viet Cong sittated in he;.vzlyw-
- wooded tree lines bordering ccnals knowun for. themr use; as Viet Cong supply.
routes sbout 1% miles noxth of Vi Thanh.- Elements of the 21st Diviaion,’
‘supporied by the 114th Lviation company and Compeny, &, 101 st Lviction - _
Battaliony sought to strike a crippling blow’ agcinst a. Viet Cong hatth.lmn
JAin the aren., During the first day of action, eight hel:.oop‘i:er ass selts o
~iwere placed. into landing -zcnes in pro:amty to VJ.G'L Cong forces by.the 13th:
Ane.t:.on Bettalion and. ettoched units. - 'In constant ‘action for-a day ond .o
'helf,.the’ crews of the troop carrier and. armed helicophers- consistently
bra.ved determined enemy resistence- in- order. to. uccompllsh their’: missions
.Although opposcd by such intcnse g“ound. flI‘Q that th:.r’cczen of 'bhc or:.glnﬂ.l
‘sixtoen armed helicopters were:eventually. rendered’ ingperable ‘dnd threc i
J__v..rere shot dowm, the crmed hu"_cou tors-made repeated low-level. a.t-tq.cks “'TI_‘:'&
rustrated .the' freqwnt enexyy- a‘ctempts to ‘overrun t,ne pz,nn.ecl downf un:.w:s'.
finelly rosulted.in the withdrewal of the Viet Cong.
inued - theix rocket and machinegun attacks far into the, night, t0. ,
‘tha Viet Cong from mounting attecks on the outnumbercd fr:.end.ly ‘forces
7 Hocanwhile, under the penls of consta.nt -eneny f:l.re, heavy, zain ‘§qtnlls,”
: md darkness, troop carrier pol:.copters accomnllshed hn.za.rdous medical‘
-ovocuntion and desperately needed .cmmunition. rosrupply msaions " 15
“the vigilance of the f:cicndly ground forccs, ‘the. contimzcd. ‘_" 1
&ttacks, end flare: drops, - the Viet Cong managod to: penetmte {the”1ifcs
-the’early morning.. ' Due. to- the. _extradrdinary, ei‘forts ofitha b Zont
‘maintérance wnits, aireraft vndér the; operational cgntrlgf,*@:b"vj}th
2tion Battallon were available at: 0800, hours:the “next’-day 30 Pros: %
fight again end £t tho. battered. olcmcnts of bhe “frigndly: of;‘:cea*
the £ i,‘?l,d _'*.ml b::.ck to the staglng are _p. Th 'de'bezjm:f.n..d. dwotlo:@t
rrfkidal \opd countless' aots’ Of dndividudl nd. Qlle:&ﬁvag_i&
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Bv virtue of the authority vested in‘me as President of the Umted States and as Conunander-m«Ch:ef of lhcr )qmm oy
Forccs of the United States | havc loday awarded- L _ '5._. R

THE PRESIDENTIAL UNIT ClTATION (ARMY)

TO THE FOLLOWING UNITS OF THE 13TH AVIATION BATTALION:
HEADQUARTERS AND HEADQUARTERS DETACHMENT

The foregoing; as:;gned and attachcd units of the I3th Avmuon Battahon United States Ann):., d.uungmshcd themselve
by gallantry in.action while engaged in military operations agalnst a hostile force on 2728 August 1965'in C.huong Tkucn T

FOR EXTRAORDINARY HEROISM

114TH AVIATION COMPANY -
121ST AVIATION COMPANY -
2215T AVIATION COMPANY
82ND MEDICAL DETACHMENT
S80TH TRANSPORTATION DETACHMENT
. 167TH TRANSPORTATION DETACHMENT =~
544TH TRANSPORTATION COMPANY
" 28TH SIGNAL DETACHMENT . -
- 257TH SIGNAL DETACHMENT
. 277TH SIGNAL DETACHMENT
. 325TH SIGNAL DETACHMENT
* .- .5TH QUARTERMASTER DETACHMENT
53RD QUARTERMASTER-DETACHMENT-
62ND QUARTERMASTER DETACHMENT: S enen
STH DOOR GUNNER DETACHMENT - . .-~ ' =~
7TH DOOR GUNNER DETACHMENT - -~ =
12TH DOOR GUNNER DETACHMENT
. ANDTO - ..
COMPANY A, 101ST AVIATION BAT'I'ALION
v UNITED STATES ARMY :

Province, Republic' of Vietnam. On.27 August 1965, the units were. deployed against the-Viet Coug mnated‘mhcawjy';_ S

* wooded tree lines bordering canals known for their use as Viet’ Cong supply. routes about- 15 ‘miles gorth! :VirThaah,
Elements of the 215t Division, supported by the 114th Aviation Company and Company -A;110]st: Amn
sotight to strike a-crippling hlow agamst a Viet Cong Battalion in the area. During the first day. of action;

. assaults were placed into landing zones in proximity to Viet Cong forces by the 13th Aviation Battalion and’

- In constant action for a day and'a. half, the. crews of the troop. camrier. and the irmsd heﬂcoptcm con.nstnntly bra

.determined enemy resistance in order to accomplish their mission. Although opposed by such intense- gmund. fire that-

thirteen of the original sixteen armed helicopters were (eventually rendered inoperabile and t.hree weie, :ﬁot ‘down,.th

“armed helicopters made repeated low level attacks which frustrated the frequent enemy: attemipts to, overrun the pmnad

down units and finally. resulted in the withdrawal of the Yiet Cong. The armed ships continued theu rocke.t and thachine;

gun attacks far into the night to prevent the Viet Cong| from mounting attacks on the oumumbemd f:icndly forces

Mcanwhile, under. the -perils of constant' enemy fire, iheavy rain squalls, and darknéss, troop. carmier:; hehcopters :

'accomphshed hazardous medical evacuation and desperateiy nceded ammunition. resupply missions, Despite the- vigilance :

of the frjendly ground forces, the continued armed ship attacks, and flare drops, the Viet Cong mianaged to penstrate the '

lines in the early morning. Due to the extraordinary efforts of the battalion's maintenance units, aircraft. under’ the:
operational control of the 13th Aviation Battalion were available: at 0800 the next day-to-press the ﬁght again and 10 airlift.,
the battered elements of the friendly forces.out of the field'and back to the staging aréa. The determined devotion to duty;’
esprit de corps,” and’ countless acts 'of individual and collective heroism’ d.t:playcd by members of the 13th_Amtxcn-:
Battalion under extremely hazardous and arduous condition§ are in keeping with the proudczt-t:ad.mons of: thz ‘military
Zsepvice: The. unsclﬁsh md c:onsp:cuously hexom actmns of the members of the:13th’ Aviation: Bam_i.lion dunng Battlc '

o Battalion;
?ghf Helicoptecs’
atta.ched_umt ;

r .the'. ¥iet Congand’ reﬂc?.'greab dj n.;th&i:ith:‘
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By O;Ede;'"of “the Secrctary of the Army:

- General, Unifecd States .oxy -
“"Chief of Staff =~ . © . :Ll

‘W. C. WVESTMORELXD . . =

2 0fficialr

U YENNETH G. VICKEAM & -

. - ~Major General, United States.
-.- :The fZdjudent Ceneral
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