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SCOPE
Gn 19 Yarch 1965 Corpany A received an slert for movement overscas
h] - .' ;
to a "Yontrdictod Area". Preparationsg began immediately. gjgll . .0.%?&‘. gz
equiprant {loss aireraft) was boxed and shipped by rail to San Diego. R

New Uill-D'a from Fort Rucker and Fort Prmilng were ferried by 3nd Amy

to San Pless. Fquipmant and aircraft wore-loaded aboard the U.S:S¢ Two
Jim. AL endizted fill-:ars ware recreited from Fort Camphell to brint,
the L-o'narw to full stren{;th. (954 of tic mon were voluntoers) Aviatoa.'a
camo £70 the 11th Adr Assault Divicton (Test) and tha 1st Infantyy Dive
isdon to 131 vacancles previcusly created by Vietnam drafts, A1l leaves
wore coplote? Wy noon on 2 April oyl the campany deprrted Feort Carpbell
at 0107 heurs, 10 Aprileeby Ce130 t6 warry up with equipment and aireraft
abaard the "Iwo". An advanced party was dlspatched by YATS to Vietmm in
order to comrdinate with the 13th Aviation Battalion to effoct a seooth
roception for the maln body. Through the efforts of thei"Delta"Ba‘b‘talion
3taff, the Commanding Officer 121st Aviation Company (Adrmobils iight)
called tha "Soc Trang Tigers™ and the Soc Trang R & U Manager, snough
buﬂdinzfs wers completed to houne the inbend company. The "Iwo" arrived
oi‘f Tunz Tau on 1 Yay. By 1600 hours all personng) and gircraft had
closed at Soc Trangs The sireraft had been assorbled at sea and flown off
the carrior. Tie "Warriorst, hosted by the "Tigers", immadiately began a
training program to qualify thelr aviators and personnsl in the UlD-D,

Eight of ths "I" nadels were turned over to the Tlgers in exchange for

. elght "M modele o forn the "Thunderbinds", ThoMT-Dirde* also began

training bty sponding may hours at remge "Alpha® and "Bravo® practicing
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gunnery, crowdrill, and formatlons. Thwe "T-Birds" gpent several daya with

cach of the "lelta® Rattalicn armed platoons to polish off their tochniques,
/

(_ _DEROS (Rotatlon datea)/axcimma:s wor~ rade throughout "Dalta’ Battrlion by
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"1 Juno=-thn date the "Warriors were doclared Combat Ready (lrmving already
partis c‘ipatnc‘ in one mdor air assanlt orainst the Viet Cang.)

‘The a.rrlval of the "Winged "arx*‘or o' bt Soc Trang gave the “Delta
Battalien Lt: ;'urth airmobile hellcoptar cmapany Two companies wore
based at Soc Trang and the other two at\Vinh Tang. ) The units at Vinh Lgmb |
were the l,]%.th Aviation Company (Air ‘Ft.\")ile Ligh‘b) nicinaned tho “Knix:hts“, _." h

s,

and Corpany A, 502nd Aviatlon Battalion, known as the "Outlawa". Tne first

undt at Soe Treng was the 121st Aviation Compary (Air *obila Light) known

| as the "Tigors". later in 1965 the 22at Aviation Company (Fixed Wing Light)

" Shotouns” and the 13Lth Aviation Corpany (‘ediun Transport) became & part
of the "lelta" Battalion. The headqu wrters alemont of the 22151:. ané the lot
Platoon of the 13Uth moved to So¢ Trang later in 1965. R "

With the arrival of the “Warriers", promuaively J.arge:\-smlod and
more dotallod and intricate airmobile vocrations wore oxweuted within the

Dalta

g 1065 through md 196 was a poriod of naxed change in the reneral
toctien) apmroarh to fighting the Viet Cony in the Delta, large scalo alr-
nobile operations involving all of tha aviation corpanias roved heliborne
tags forces working in close con metion with cither ground troops mounted
on armored personnel carriers, artill-ry, asphiblous assault forces, tactical
gir forces, or any combination of these r:lemntf;. This called for more de-
toiled planning, scill, Judgement and coordination by thg *Warricr® loadors,
They twoasured up with flying colors. ALl four hellcopter campanies davalopaed
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identlcal combat SOP'e and could work tognther like the parts of a very
firo wmtch,

Dwring the period of this history,there wore no Arericon combat
writs 41 the Delia, The "Delta' Patinlien and 1ts aviatlon companies
provified support to the Vietnamose IV Corps uhich is made up hf tha Tth,
9th ol 219t Divisions (ARVY) ornd zovorsl Panger Rattalions and Spedal
Farcos wiits (AFH), Bosides tho aviation comparlcs witlin tho "Dalban

~

{Delta) arco.
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Batﬁﬂ.ion, thore woro no other US Arsy aviation wilts in the IV Cwepa '



