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JINE 1965

On 10 June 1965 in an area 55 miles North of Saigon, ons of the blp-
gost.operations to date took place, [Known as mission #230, this troop 11ft
netted tho company two Distingulshed Fly‘lrg Crouses, and IS air modals
with :‘V“ devices Tha place uaaas:; ?t;:g.* Hachine guns and mértar fire in
the landlnz zone gave tha men of Company A, 10lst a roal test of courage
and flying ability. A magnlficant job of alertness and judgement in behalf
of the command and control officar and the flight loader halped the r:-ound
forcas to recapture this _Viet Cong infested area. .

lot all the action was found wh'le flying on the "RF or on the dnily
&l missions. During the night, while theo troops wore in a relaxed mood,
eating, watching a movie or aleeping, tho loud shattering noises of incoming
artillery or mortars were enmagh to rapidly send you towards the nearest
bunker. On 1 July 1965, at 2240 hours, the Viet Cong started their viclous
mortor attack on the grounds of So¢ Trang Army Alrfield, Rounds were fal-
linz on sections of the fleld, pilots and crcws dashed out of their congre-
gating places, and without regard to personal safety ran toward thelr ros-
pectiva helicopters, dodging and zigzawri;ing to keep away from the offects
of the mortar shells. Soma persomel reoceolved wounds, and some helicopters
were damagoed, but those that were able to sustain {light were flown out of
the areoa under attack, Air Medals with "V devices were presented thosae
goldiers and officers who under the reln of enary fire, romoved their airwe

craft {roe galmoct cortain destruction,
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