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AREA AND FACILITIES

The Soc Trang installation is located two rmiles southwast of the ‘city
of Soc Trang within the province of Ba Xuyen (pronounced "ba swin") in the
Southgast portion of the Delta., (See Annex 4, The Mekong Délta). The Soc
Trang airfield and compound cover an areca of appraximately 150 a.(":res. The
compound housed Company A, lOlst Aviation Battalien, the 121st Aviation
Company (Air Mobile lLight), the 221st Aviation Company (Pixed Wing Light},.,
the 1st platoon 134th Aviation Company (Medium Transport) the 82nd Medit:a_l
Datachment (Holicopter Ambulance) and numerous other units attached to thee;e' :
major units for support. Originally, the instellatian housed only the 12lst
Aviation Corpany. As a result of the arrival of the "Warriors™ in Mgy 1965,
followed by the other units, the Soc Trang Facilities were doubled in 1965
and contimied to expand in 1966. Dy August 1966 there were 175 permanent
and tesporary mildings in use on the cospound. Also a number of the

origlnal ulldings were remodeled and expanded to meet the increasing

mmber of personnel and equipment.

In additien, the construction of a very large hangar for the "Warriors®
began in the spring of 1966 to augrout the maintenance hangars in use.

Soc Trang had a swimming pool, church, post aoé{:?;mnge, library, movie
theatre, hobby ship, weight 1lifting room, fire housé, HCO and enlisted men's
club, officers club, tallor shép, glft shop, photo processing shop, two
barber shops and a MARS radio station,

The ailrfield had a three-thousand foot macadam runury, ample aircraft
paricing areas on the flight line and facilities for POL, ammmition storage

and & motor pocl.



Heavy constructlon work at the Soc Trang lnstallation was dooe by
the fl.H.K. Construction Company, a civilian firm contracted hy the US
governmynte lighter constructlon wms handled by the Repalr and Utiliﬁlias
Depargment. The R%U Department ac well as the sirficld fire department
were handled by Pacific Architects and Engineers (PAAE), ‘

The compound was inclosed by & twelve foot barbed wire fenca mugmemted
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with floodlights. Concrete bunkers were sltuatod on the inner perimeterof
the inctallation for securitys - . o - L
The primary responsibility for the defensa of Soc Trang Alrfield uas
vosted in the Vietnamesse Ba Xuyen Prgvd.nca Chief. The ocuter dofensive
perimeter is manned Ly Viotnamesae Ax;frgr unita.
‘The Soc Trang installation was consldered to be one of the best
Installations of its t_:ype in Vietnam, 7The facllities here allmmd the

man to accomplish their tacks in the best and most worlkable manner possible.



